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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 37001 
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TAGS: PARM, NATO, FR 

SUBJ: POLADS DISCUSION OF CONVENTIONAL ARMS TRANSFERS 

REFS: A. PARIS 36911. B. STATE 302693. 

C. USNATO 6727. 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: MISTRAL CONFIRMED DECEMBER 15 
THAT FRANCE WILL CONTINUE TO RESERVE ITS POSITION ON 
POLADS DISCUSSION OF CONVENTIONAL ARMS TRANSFERS. 

WE RECOMMEND THAT WE LET THE ISSUE REST FOR A FEW 
WEEKS IN HOPE THAT MISTRAL MAY BE ABLE TO REVERSE 
FRENCH POSITION. END SUMMARY. 

2. QUAI DISARMAMENT OFFICER MISTRAL INFORMED EMBOFF 
THAT, HAVING REVIEWED DOSSIER AND LATEST QUAI THINKING, 
HE COULD CONFIRM THAT FRANCE WILL CONTINUE TO RESERVE 
ITS POSITION ON THE POLADS DISCUSSION AS REPORTED BY 
FRENCH REPRESENTATIVES AT NATO. 

3. MISTRAL WENT ON TO SAY THAT QUAI RECOGNIZES THE 
GREAT IMPORTANCE AND DIFFICULT ASPECTS SURROUNDING 
THE ISSUES OF CONVENTIONAL ARMS TRANSFERS. AT THE 
MOMENT. THE QUAI DOES NOT CONSIDER NATO, A MILITARY 
ALLIANCE, TO BE AN APPROPRIATE FORUM FOR A DISCUSSION 
OF WHAT IS ESSENTIALLY A DISARMAMENT ISSUE. HE ADDED, 
THAT THE QUAI WOULD CONTINUE TO REFLECT ON ITS 
POSITION. 
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4. MISTRAL REITERATED (AS HAD FRENCH REPRESENTATIVES 
AT NATO) THAT FRENCH BELIEVE DISCUSSION OF POSSIBLE 
LIMITATIONS ON ARMS TRANSFERS COULD, IF LEAKED, BE 
CONSTRUED AS AN EMERGING EMBARGO AGAINST THE THIRD 
WORLD. IN THAT REGARD, HE REFERRED TO THE NEGATIVE 
REACTION BY THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES IN THE UNITED 
NATIONS TO THE IAPANESE CONVENTIONAL ARMS RESOLUTION, 
INFERRING THAT WE SHOULD TAKE A LESSON FROM THAT 
RECENT EXPERIENCE. 

5. COMMENT: WE SPECULATE THAT THE DISCREPANCY IN 
FRENCH POSITIONS DEVELOPED IN PART BECAUSE MISTRAL 
WAS ABSENT FROM THE QUAI IN NEW YORK WHILE INSTRUC- 
TIONS FOR FRENCH NATO DELEGATION WERE DRAWN UP. WE 
CANNOT BE CERTAIN THAT MISTRAL'S PRESENCE HERE WOULD 
HAVE LED TO FRENCH AGREEMENT TO THE POLADS DISCUSSION. 
HOWEVER, MISTRAL HIMSELF MUST FRET. THAT HE HAD THE RUG 
PULLED OUT FROM UNDER HIM AFTER TELLING SLOSS IN NEW 
YORK ON NOVEMBER 4 THAT GOF WOULD HAVE NO OBJECTION 
TO THE DISCUSSION. 

6. WE RECOMMEND THAT WE LET THIS ISSUE REST FOR A 
FEW WEEKS. IF WASHINGTON CONCURS, WE WOULD EXPLORE 
INFORMALLY WITH MISTRAL IN JANUARY THE POSSIBILITIES 
OF REVERSING THE CURRENT FRENCH NEGATIVE STANCE. 
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